Mary Hartman Slankard
October 7, 1929 - December 29, 2020

Mary Hartman Slankard, who was the very definition of a lady full of love and grace,
passed away on December 29, 2020. She was 91 years old. Born to David and Carrie
(Stalker) Hartman on October 7, 1929, in Metropolis, IL. The family moved to Carbondale,
IL where Mary attended grade school through graduation from Carbondale High School.
She went on to attend Southern Illinois University and graduated early, with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Education. She taught in the Sesser school system, where she met her
soon to be husband, George Slankard, while they were teaching in the elementary school.
Mary later taught English at Sesser High School, where she was revered as “one of the
best English teachers” many students ever had. Numerous students went on to earn their
college degree in education and teach, because of the influence that Mary Slankard had in
their life. George and Mary Slankard expanded Slankard Publishing in the 1960’s. While
still teaching, Mary was the proofreader of all content for the three periodicals (magazines)
that were published; “Cooner”, “Cars and Parts”, as well as “Hunter’s Horn”. Upon
retirement from education, Mary worked alongside George, fulltime, until their retirement
from the publishing business. Mary and George enjoyed a fulfilling life together and were
married for nearly 70 years, before his passing in March 2020. Mary was an avid learner
and enjoyed reading, cooking, English and French design, and horticulture. Mary had
numerous nieces, nephews and friends who regarded her as a beloved aunt and mother.
She will forever be in their hearts. A celebration of life will be held in the summer,
contingent upon Covid 19 guidelines. Memorial contributions, in memory of Mary, may be
made to the Sesser United Methodist Church, P O Box 428, Sesser, IL 62884.

Comments

“

George grew a garden
Mary made it Camelot
Loved to visit there

J C - January 16 at 02:57 PM

“

Sad to hear. I was privileged to work with George. And meet Ms. Mary. She was a
fabulous lady. RIP

Greg Alvarez - January 07 at 05:59 PM

“

Mary was a special lady. Many memories of classtimes, and private times visiting her
and George at home, or in the Publishing Shop. Her smile will be greatly missed by
many.
Kim Chapman

Kimberly L CHAPMAN - January 05 at 09:43 PM

“

Mary was a great teacher in high school. I told her many times that if not for her
preparing me for college I would not have graduated. Very good example. Never one
time did I see her lose her temper or not respect anyone. My life is richer because of
her and George.

Ned Mitchell - January 04 at 09:53 PM

“

George and Mary were my backdoor neighbors for many years when I lived in
Sesser. I have many good memories.They were great company and friends.

Bill Hope - January 04 at 06:58 PM

“

She was my teacher in 8th grade always was nice and kind

Donald Darrough - January 04 at 06:02 PM

“

Sry was my 6th Grade teacher! At the old Washington school there was huge windows in
our classrooms west wall! Mary use to paint the windows according to the Holliday! Her
Christmas windows was a thing of beauty! She was the mildest voice person but still
demanded respect! I might add I learned a lot from her! I have known her and George
forever!
Carroll Kelly - January 21 at 10:34 PM

