George O. Slankard
December 15, 1924 - March 7, 2020

George was born on December 15, 1924, in Sesser, IL to George T. and Helen (O’Neil)
Slankard. He graduated from the University of Illinois and Southern Illinois University and
became a teacher in the Sesser Schools, where he met another teacher, Mary Hartman,
who would become his wife on October 11, 1950. After concluding that teaching was
Mary’s forte and not his, George decided to follow in his father’s footsteps and work in the
family owned business of Slankard Publishing. George’s passion for printing grew beyond
that of his family’s and for the next 45 years he and Mary built the business and published
three magazines; the first being the American Cooner, which was widely known and
respected in the field of hunting, dog training and field trials. Cars & Parts was the next
magazine to be published and was one of the first Automobile magazines that not only
included interesting and informative articles but also included information on car auctions,
swap meets as well as being a classified marketplace for cars, parts, accessories and
services. Hunter’s Horn was then published, which specialized in the sport and
competition of Fox Hunting. After a very progressive and fruitful career in the publishing
business, George retired and decided to devote his attention and energy to the field of
Horticulture. With Mary by his side, George became active in learning and growing many
different species of plants. He was a member of the Azalea, Magnolia and Holly societies.
His love for and beauty of plants was evident to all who visited their extensive gardens.
George was a lifelong leaner and consummate reader of anything and everything that was
of interest to him. His vast knowledge on a variety of subjects always amazed and
delighted his family and friends, who were blessed to be able to sit down and speak with
him. Those discussions will forever be in their hearts. George is survived by his loving wife
of nearly 70 years, Mary (Hartman) Slankard, numerous nieces and nephews along with
friends who always considered him part of their family, as well. A celebration of life will be
held in the summer when the magnolias and gardens are in full bloom. Memorial
contributions, in memory of George, may be made to the Rend Lake College Foundation
for the RLC Learning Resource Center Project. Gifts can be made online at
www.rlc.edu/give-now as well as to the Sesser United Methodist Church P O Box 428,
Sesser, IL, 62884.

Comments

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of George O. Slankard.

March 26 at 09:11 AM

“

George taught me how to drive a standard shift in an old Jeep of his. I didn’t think I
would ever get the clutch timing right as the Jeep would lurch and stop. George
wouldn’t let me quit until I had it right. He was our neighbor and friend during my
childhood. He gave me a billy goat when I was very young. Mom had a fit when I
proudly brought it home. It smelled terrible. I always liked George.

David Hope - March 25 at 09:59 PM

“

George and Mary did so much for Sesser over the years. Very generous. I think he
was a man with great talents and will be greatly missed by so many.
As a student at Sesser High School, I admired Mrs. Slankard's teaching abilities and
her professionalism. Later, when I became a teacher, I tried to imulated many of Mrs.
Slankard's qualities.
Prayers for Mary and her family. God bless!

Terry Vercellino - March 14 at 03:35 AM

“

Loved fishing an talking with George, Mary sorry for your loss!

Terry K Cockrum - March 12 at 06:05 PM

“

A very nice man. I met him and Mrs. Slankard at a class reunion some years ago.
They were both very gracious. Former teachers. Ron Stockton

Ron Stockton - March 12 at 12:10 AM

