Batiste John Regis
March 28, 1922 - November 19, 2016

Batiste John Regis, 94, of Christopher, died at 9:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 19, 2016 at home.
He was born March 28, 1922, in Marseilles, to Joseph and Rosa (Edile) Regis. Batiste
married Pauline (Varga) Regis on Nov. 15, 1947, and she survives of Christopher. Also
surviving are his daughters, Paula Ann and Ron Ryan of Mt Olive and Janet Regis and
Kerry Sprimont of St. Louis, Missouri; grandchildren, Kristin Edile and Carl Crawford of
Austin, Texas, Eric John and Nicky Ryan of Elburn, Megan Anne Regis Sprimont of St.
Louis, Missouri; great-grandchildren, Catherine, Corinna, Alyssa, Ethan, Addison, Krysten,
Julia and Jerry. Batiste graduated from Royalton High School. He was a retired supervisor
for CIPS and former mayor of the city of Christopher. He was also a member of the IBEW,
Christopher Lion’s Club, Christopher Knight’s of Columbus, and the American Legion.
Batiste was a member St. Andrews Catholic Church in Christopher. He was preceded in
death by his parents; one sister, Catherine Rowland; and two brothers, August “Beb”
Regis, Marion “Mio” Regis. Funeral services will be at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 22, in St.
Andrews Catholic Church, with Father Urban Osuji officiating. Burial will be in Saint
Aloysuis Sacred Heart Cemetery in Royalton. Visitation will be from 6 to 8 p.m. Monday
Nov. 21, in Gilbert Funeral Home in Christopher. In lieu of flowers donations may be made
to the American Parkinson Disease Association and will be accepted at the funeral
home.Gilbert Funeral Home in Christopher has been entrusted with arrangements.
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06:00PM - 08:00PM

Gilbert Funeral Home
209 N Emma, Christopher, IL, US, 62822
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Funeral Service

10:00AM

St. Andrew's Catholic Church
412 East Washington, Christopher, IL, US, 62822

Comments

“

I will always remember Mr. Regis as being a wonderful friendly man. He will be
missed. My prayers are with the family. Nancy (Moroni) Gouge

Nsncy (Moroni) Gouge - November 22, 2016 at 10:03 PM

“

I am very sorry to hear about John. I just visited with him at the KC Hall last
weekend. I worked with John for many years at CIPS when I worked in the
Christopher office. I will say one thing for sure, he was Johnny on the spot when
there was on outage in town. He jumped in the truck and was done before you knew
it. He took care of the town where electricity was concerned. My deepest sympathy is
with your family in this difficult time. Sincerely, Barbara Minor

Barbara Minor - November 22, 2016 at 06:44 PM

“

I have known John for over 15 years. One of my very good memories is of him and
Pauline faithfully attending all 3 of the church dinners at St. Aloysius-Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Royalton. I shook hands with him a week and a half ago at
Saturday Mass in St. Andrew's Catholic Church, Christopher. Rest in peace, John!
Sister Laura Reynolds, OSF

Sister Laura Reynoldds - November 21, 2016 at 06:21 PM

“

I thoroughly enjoyed reading Mr. Regis' life story and the remembrances here from
family and friends. It is clear Mr. Regis left quite an impact on those who knew, loved
him and were loved by him. My sympathies to the family and especially to friends;
Janet, Kerry and Megan.
Kimberly Shaw

Kimberly Shaw - November 21, 2016 at 04:53 PM

“

My sympathies to Lion John's family. May God grant you comfort in your time of
sorrow.
I knew Lion John through the Lions Club. I am a past district governor who has
visited John's club several times. I am certain his absence will be greatly felt.

Larry & Ann McGuire - November 21, 2016 at 07:28 AM

“

A man that was proud of his family and his heritage. Liked by many and respected by
all.
A little stubborn--but lived his life to the fullest. Even marching in a parade for his
Country and town while in his 90s. Taught his children and grandchildren many
lessons in life--even how to win at his favorite game-Poker. Cherish your memories
of a wonderful Man. Pat Hanson

pat hanson - November 20, 2016 at 05:23 PM

“

Yesterday, after a long life with an enormous impact on a lot of people, my grandpa
passed away. He helped to teach me some of the greatest lessons I have learned,
taking me on innumerable walks whenever we visited with each other, never
preaching, always explaining the world to me with no added gloss but with a neverending supply of insight, wit, humor, and character. Even when I was a young boy, he
never talked down to me. Instead, he spoke to me as if I were just a small adult and
gave me the chance to ask him to clarify, always finishing whatever he told me by
asking, "Catch on, Butch?"
And I did catch on, to everything from the small things like drinking coffee and
playing poker (losing to him, almost always), to the bigger things, like interpersonal
relationships, local politics, and a man's place in his community.
Grandpa was a generous, thoughtful man, who cared for his family and community.
He whole-heartedly and completely took in my own new family members without
question, once again providing an example for the family he headed.
I am exceedingly lucky to have had him as one of a few amazing examples among
the men I grew up with. I am not mourning his loss now, but celebrating his life,
knowing that he has moved on to a reward where the frustrating difficulties of recent
years are finally finished. I loved my grandpa, as did so many who were blessed to
know him, and will forever treasure the part of him I try to carry in myself. I can hope
to live up to the example he set and deserve to represent him in the world.

Eric John Ryan - November 20, 2016 at 04:55 PM

“

“

What a beautiful tribute to your Grandfather! I enjoyed reading this!
Kimberly Shaw - November 21, 2016 at 04:54 PM

so sorry to hear of John's death . Our sincere sympathies to Pauline , Paula, Ron,
Janet, Kerry and all the family and to his wonderful friends in Christopher. John was
a very active and sincere person and will be missed by many especially by his
grandchildren, who thought so much of him.
.
Peace to all of you. Pat and Dick Hanson

pat hanson - November 20, 2016 at 03:47 PM

“

I had been a friend of John's for close to 20 year's, and will miss him. He is in God's hand
now and at peace!.
Dennis F. Martin in Christopher
Dennis F. Martin - November 22, 2016 at 09:14 AM

“

My Dad, Burton Waller, loved John just like a brother. As far as I can remember John
and Dad were the best of friends. May all the wonderful memories comfort you in
your time of grief. John will be missed by many.
Gloria Jenkins

Gloria Jenkins - November 20, 2016 at 03:26 PM

